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I write to register my opposition to petition PE01641 titled 'Future Independence 
Referendum' as it seeks to prohibit the elected Scottish Government from satisfying 
a manifesto commitment. 

 
The petitioner claims that a decision to hold further referenda on the future of 
Scotland, before 2020, would be harmful and would add to 'great political upheaval 
and flux'. The petitioner equates current political and societal upset with the 2014 

Scottish Independence referendum and claims that future referenda would add to 
this, which is a view I cannot support. Furthermore the petitioner claims there are 
'significant problems' with the Scottish NHS and education system without providing 
any information, statistics or research to evidence this.  The petitioner uses this 

statement as a means to infer that the Scottish Government and the Scottish 
Parliament are unable to simultaneously address the running of the country's affairs 
while seeking to answer questions over the constitution. 
 

Putting my own political views and my views on the future of Scotland aside; I cannot 
support a petition which aims to undermine the democratic process by limiting the 
right of an elected government to make good on a commitment contained within its 
manifesto. I would strongly oppose attempts to have parliament take forward a 

course of action to bind a democratically elected governments hands and by 
extension, deny the right of the people to express their opinion in referenda if a 
majority of duly elected parliamentarians supports it.  
 

While I support public petitions as an essential means of gauging and garnering 
support for campaigns of all natures; I would submit that any petition which aims to 
pitch parliament against the right of a government to make good on a clear manifesto 
commitment or any petition which aims to limit the extent of the right for the public to 

make its opinion known in referenda, is unacceptable and undemocratic.  
 
I would implore the committee to consider the wider implications of taking forward 
any such measure, considering a majority of Scottish parliamentarians backed a call 

for another independence referendum on the 28th March 2017.  
 


